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! The ®ichmond County Court llouse is located in Warsaw south

of the intersection of Rt. 360 and Rt. 3. It is a rectangular brick building

lald in Flemish bond with outside dimensions of approximately 52' X 41°. The
oulldlng has only random glazing but consistent glazed closers at each corner
suobesL a quoining effect. The building is covered by a hip roof with

hnterior corner chimneys with panecled caps, which were possibly added in the

ﬁatLr haif of the nineteenth century. Widely spaced quarter round brackets
make up the cornice which has been raised several courses from its original
Hldb. Although an arcade of six rounded arches with stone keystones and
springers originally lined either side of the building, these arches have been
bricked up and the space behind them was incorporated inteo the body of the
building in the remodelling of 1877. There are windows set into four of the
briginal arches on each side, and two windows with rounded arches were added
on the front. Of two original windows at the rear of the building, one
hindow with a rounded arch remains and two small modern windows have been
ndded., A modern shed additien covers part of the rear wall. A modern brick
passage now connects the court house to the adjacent clerk's office which is
gontemporary with the court house. The presumed original plan of the court
house was described in 1877 by T. Buckler Ghequiere, the architect who re-
@odelled the building. His description is as follows:
| The whole arrangement of the court-room is wvery peculiar, and such as
! is shown on plan. The public space in front of the return in which -
is contained the usual court house furniture is 20 feet by 21 feet.
The judges' seats with a rail in front, are raised 2% feet above the
floor, and extend all around the segment. I believe the arrangement
now 1s that the judge sits directly between the two windows, and the
J jury are placed along the sides, The windows are all about 4 feet
! wide by 7 feet high, and contain 15 panes of glass. The room is 13%
| feet high.

The entrances were then along the sides under the arcades. The two front
windows were ''square headed”, and there was a modillion cornice.
The ewizimal clerk's office is a small one-story gable end

Bbuilding with interior end chimneys and a box cornice. The brown sandstone
foundation presumably continues above the water table line; although that
part of the structure is now covered with stucco. A later ell conforming toE
the style of the original office has been added. Little original fabric
remains in the interior.
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Richmond County was formed from the 0ld Rappahannock County in
1692, and the first court house was erected on the lower part of Lansdown,
now a part of Sabine Hall. About 1730, the county seat was moved near itsi
present site, but the present building was not constructed until 1748-50. 3
On the sixth of Mar 1748, "An agreement between the Court and Loudon /31c/r
Carter, Esqr, was...confirmed for the building of a new Court house,
according to the plan lodged...' landon Carter is also credited with the{lu
building of the nearby clerk's office. The brown sandstone which is

itarian
] Communications (1" Milirary [J Theater ]
i
1
]
i
|
1
|

visible in the foundation of the clerk's office is believed to have been &{
obtained from the same source as that of the nearby Tayloe mansion, Mount 1.
Aixy. 3

i
The Richmond County Court House varies from the usual colonial I

colonial Virginia court houses such as those of Hanover and King William

f7,|1/c:e/

form in that it has an arcade along each side of the building.  Other /f/&—jg

Counties were often faced with an arcade on the front, but Richmond Court |
House's double arcade stands out as a unique feature. T. Buckler :
Ghequiere, the Baltimore architect, who remodelled the court house in 1877,
published a letter in the American Architect and Building News describing
the building as it was then. Ghequiere did not wish to alter the building!
and peculiar plan "without preserving in some suitable way - such as in youz
journal - a description of them as they stand and have stood for a great i
number of years.'”  Prior to the remodelling, six arches of each arcade
were open, with the two remaining arches on each side bricked up and
plastered. It is not known if this was an original feature or an early
alteration.

Despite changes the court house remains a unique type among
Virginia's important collection of colonial court houses. The building

also stands as the chief visual focal peint for the historic community
of Warsaw.
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